
  

 

March 23, 2025 3rd Sunday in Lent 

PRELUDE “3. Berceuse” from 8 Pieces, Op. 39 Michelle Sheehy, violin 

 Reinhold Glière (1875-1956) Osheen Manukyan, cello 

 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Molly Vetter 
  Senior Pastor 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

 

 

LENTEN INTROIT “Kyrie” from L’Homme Armé Sanctuary Singers 

 Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c1525-1594) Sacred Dancers 
 

Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) 

 

 

HYMN There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy New English Praise Hymnal 

Please stand as you are able.  No.700, vs. 1,3,4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(hymn continues on the next page) 

Organ interlude  
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MORNING PRAYER  Mary Garbesi 
Please be seated. 
 

Creator God, 

Your Word is like soil, something we can root ourselves in. 

Your Word is like the sun, big enough to touch everything with its warmth. 

And your Word is like a gardener, a love that prunes  

and encourages, waters and delights, seeds and tends. 

So as we turn to your text today,  

warm our bones, tend to our broken pieces, 

and show us how to grow. 

With hope we pray, Amen. 
 

~Prayer by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Molly Vetter 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  Molly Vetter 

  Jenniffer Duran-West, Lay Leader 

 
Luke James Lee 

Parents: Julie (neé Heidt) and Eric Lee 

Grandparents & sponsors: John and Donna Heidt 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (WHEN INDICATED): 
 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news  

 and live according to the example of Christ. 

We will surround this child  

 with a community of love and forgiveness, 

 that he may grow in trust of God,  

and be found faithful in service to others. 

We will pray for him to be a true disciple  

 who walks in the way that leads to life. 
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HYMN Child of Blessing, Child of Promise United Methodist Hymnal 

  No. 611 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM THE WORLD  Dick Sun 

 

“For When Rest Feels Like a Risk” from Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems,  

and Meditations for Staying Human 
Cole Arthur Riley 

 

A Prayer to Our Rested God:  

We want more than a life lived exhausted.  

That you have woven healing rhythms of rest into our minds and bodies  

reminds us we are worthy of habitual restoration.  

Keep us from apologizing for our own healing, that we would know that when we pause or rest,  

we are restoring not only our own bodies but the very condition of a world held captive by greed and utility. 

We grow weary of societies who view us as more machine than human, more product that soul.  

The fear that we won’t survive without overworking stalks our days.  

Liberate us from the depraved socioeconomic structures that require that the poor and vulnerable  

sacrifice their own rest at the altar of survival and opportunity.  

Protect us from fear as we rest with you, breathe with you.  

Remind us that the beauty and paradox of our humanness  

is that we were made to close our eyes, that we might see.  

May it be so. 

 

May God add wisdom to this word from our world. 

Amen. 
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HYMN Sometimes a Light Surprises Glory to God Hymnal 

  No. 800 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 13:6-9 Molly Vetter 

 

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it 

and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this 

fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for 

one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if 

not, you can cut it down.’”  
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 
HYMN Sometimes a Light Surprises Glory to God Hymnal 

  No. 800 
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SERMON Everything [in] Between: rest & growth Molly Vetter 

 

 

CALL TO PRAYER Beneath the Soil Sanctuary Singers 
 George Kirbye (c. 1565-1634); text by Anna Strickland 

 
Beneath the soil in the dark 

There’s growth too slow to see 

A transformation not displayed 

In branches, fruit, and leaves 

 

Remember when the world demands 

More than you can produce 

We each grow at a different pace 

And growth starts in the roots 

 

In every season of our lives 

The Spirit is at work 

To nurture us to bear good fruit 

While rooted in the earth 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD  Tanya Sun 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES  Molly Vetter 
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM Laetatus Sum Violin, Cello, Organ 

 Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741) Chancel Choir 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE When Our Confidence Is Shaken UM Hymnal 

Please stand as you are able.  No. 505 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laetatus sum in his quae dicta sunt mihi: 

In donum Domini ibimus.  

 

Stantes erant pedes nostri, 

in atriis tuis Jerusalem. 

 

Jerusalem, quae aedificatur ut civitas: 

cujus participatio ejus in id ipsum. 

 

Illuc enim ascenderunt tribus, 

tribus Domini: testimonium Israel 

ad confitendum nomine Domini. 

Quia illic sederunt sedes in judicio, 

sedes super donum David. 

Rogate quae ad pacem sunt Jerusalem: 

Et abundantia diligentibus te. 

Fiat pax in virtute tua: 

et abundantia in turribus tuis. 

Propter fratres meos et proximos meos, 

Loquear pacem de te: 

Propter donum Domini Dei nostri, 

quaesivi bona tibi. 

 

Gloria Patri, et Filio,  

et Spiritui Sancto. 

Sicut erat in principio, 

et nunc, et semper,  

et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.  

I rejoiced at the words which are spoken unto me: 

“We shall go into the house of the Lord.” 

 

Our feet were standing  

in your courts, O Jerusalem. 

 

Jerusalem, which is built like a city 

the parts of which are joined together. 

 

For whither the tribes ascended,  

the tribes of the Lord: Israel’s covenant  

is to profess the name of the Lord. 

Because there the thrones have sat in judgement,  

the thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem,  

ask abundance for those that love you. 

May there be peace within you  

and abundance within your walls. 

For the sake of my brothers and neighbors, 

I have spoken peace unto you; 

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 

I have sought good for you. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Molly Vetter 

 

 

HYMN When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace Glory to God Hymnal 
Please remain standing as you are able.   No. 302 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Molly Vetter 
Please be seated. 

 

 

A FAREWELL BLESSING Rev. Dr. Sharon Rhodes-Wickett 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

POSTLUDE Double Concerto in A Minor - Allegro Peter Fennema 
Please remain seated. Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741); transcribed by J.S. Bach Organ 

Today’s guest musicians are made possible by the 

Friends of Sanctuary Music Fund. If you would like to 

make a donation, please scan the QR code or go to 

www.westwoodumc.org/FriendsOfMusic. 
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Westwood UMC Mission Statement 

Westwood Church is a Christian community that welcomes all people and focuses on becoming and making disci-

ples committed to justice, kindness and walking humbly with God. We welcome and affirm our ministry with all per-

sons, regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, economic status, ability, gender, marital status or sexual orientation, from 

first-time visitor to lifetime member.  
 

We seek to understand and carry out God's will, bearing witness to Christ's compassion and embracing the move-

ment of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We foster spiritual growth in all persons - children, youth, and adults; through 

individual and corporate prayer and study, worship of God, nurturing relationships, and participating in ministries of 

justice and mercy at home and in the global community. ALL ministries of Westwood UMC are available to ALL 

people.  
 

A Reconciling Church: We, the faith community of Westwood Church, affirm that a God-filled perspective under-

stands and embraces diversity and radical inclusivity; for that reason we embrace and affirm the full inclusion of eve-

ryone regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. We explicitly welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender people who have been marginalized and diminished within the larger United Methodist tradition. We 

commit to embracing the responsibility of pushing for a more open and inclusive United Methodist Church.  
 

You are welcome here.  You are supported here.  You are included here.  

Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor 

 

Sanctuary Music Leadership 

Dr. Andrew Schultz (he/him), Dir. of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema (he/him), Organist 

 

Chancel Choir Section Leader 

Temple Hammen (she/her), soprano  

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto 

Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor 

Byron Jones (he/him), bass 

Jeremy Sarmiento (he/him), choral scholar 

Max Weitzman (he/him), choral scholar 

 

Sacred Dancers 

Isabel Kilroe (choreographer), Jenniffer Duran-West, 

Kimberly Britts, and Hsin-Hua Wang 

 

Liturgists 

Jenniffer Duran-West and Mary Garbesi (she/her) 

Dick Sun (he/him) & Tanya Sun (she/her) 

 

Production Team 

Richard An (he/him), Videography & Sound 

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), Videography 

Elijah Reynolds (he/him), Videography 

 

Altar Flowers 

Given by Martin & Beverly Clajus in honor of  

Martin's mother, whose 90th birthday is this week. 

• Allison Arnold 

• Beverly Clajus’ brother

-in-law 

• Carol Collins & Family 

on the death of Jim 

• Beverly Bell 

• Leslie Castillo 

• Bette Caldwell 

• Charles, Sabrina, and 

Ruby Simmons  

• Penny Gipson & Family 

• Joyce Wu & Michael 

Javalera 

• Gregg Hesling 

• Sherry Burch 

• Patrick, Megan, and  

Pat Bird 

• Rhonda K. Lawrence 

• Laquetta Willis 

• Beverly & Brydon 

Shirk  

• Nancy Hill  

• Bonnie Crouch  

• Coral Moore 

• Jackie Vincent  

• Jim Agee  

• Christina Stevens & 

Family 

• All those affected by 

the recent wildfires in 

Pacific Palisades and 

Eaton Canyon 

• The people of Russia, 

Ukraine, Palestine, 

Israel, Myanmar, and 

the Sudan. 

The following people have requested prayer, or  

others have requested prayers for them: 

 

New Requests 

• Eunice, a friend of Nancy Griffin 
 

Ongoing Prayer Requests 

These requests are held in prayer by the 

pastoral staff. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  
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