
  

 

PRELUDE Allegretto Peter Fennema 
 Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 

 

 

WORDS OF WELCOME  Molly Vetter 

 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

 

 

HYMN This Is My Father’s World United Methodist Hymnal 

Please stand as you are able.  No. 144 

 

 

April 27, 2025 2nd Sunday of Easter 
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MORNING PRAYER  Dick Sun 
Please be seated.   

 

A prayer for our earth: 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 

 and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

 that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

 help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 

 so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

 that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain 

 at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

 to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

 to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. 

 

~from “Laudato Si,” Pope Francis, 2015 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Molly Vetter 

 

 

HYMN Dona Nobis Pacem United Methodist Hymnal 

  No. 376 
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SCRIPTURE READING Amos 8:4-14  Nancy Price 

 

Hear this, you who trample on the needy and destroy 

 the poor of the land, saying, 

“When will the new moon 

 be over so that we may sell grain, 

 and the Sabbath 

 so that we may offer wheat for sale, 

 make the ephah smaller, enlarge the shekel, 

 and deceive with false balances, 

 in order to buy the needy for silver 

 and the helpless for sandals, 

 and sell garbage as grain?” 

 

The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 

Surely I will never forget what they have done. 

Will not the land tremble on this account, 

 and all who live in it mourn, 

as it rises and overflows like the Nile, 

 and then falls again, like the River of Egypt? 

 

On that day, says the Lord God, 

 I will make the sun go down at noon, 

 and I will darken the earth in broad daylight. 

I will turn your feasts into sad affairs 

 and all your singing into a funeral song; 

I will make people wear mourning clothes 

 and shave their heads; 

I will make it like the loss of an only child, 

 and the end of it like a bitter day. 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord God, 

 when I will send hunger and thirst on the land; 

neither a hunger for bread, nor a thirst for water, 

 but of hearing the Lord ’s words. 

They will wander from sea to sea, 

 and from north to east; 

they will roam all around, seeking the Lord’s word, 

 but they won’t find it. 

On that day the beautiful young women and the young men 

 will faint with thirst. 

Those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, 

 and say, “As your god lives, Dan,” 

and, “As the way of Beer-sheba lives”— 

 even they will fall and never rise again. 

-Common English Bible 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN Dona Nobis Pacem United Methodist Hymnal 

  No. 376 

Soprano/Alto - sing through sections 1 & 2 

Tenor/Bass - sing section 1, 2x (two times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 16:1-8 Christopher Carter 
 

The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Sin desert, which is located between Elim 

and Sinai. They set out on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had left the land of Egypt. The 

whole Israelite community complained against Moses and Aaron in the desert. The Israelites said to them, 

“Oh, how we wish that the Lord had just put us to death while we were still in the land of Egypt. There we 

could sit by the pots cooking meat and eat our fill of bread. Instead, you’ve brought us out into this desert to 

starve this whole assembly to death.” 

 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I’m going to make bread rain down from the sky for you. The people will go 

out each day and gather just enough for that day. In this way, I’ll test them to see whether or not they fol-

low my Instruction. On the sixth day, when they measure out what they have collected, it will be twice as 

much as they collected on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “This evening you will 

know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt. And in the morning you will see the 

Lord’s glorious presence, because your complaints against the Lord have been heard. Who are we? Why 

blame us?” Moses continued, “The Lord will give you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 

morning because the Lord heard the complaints you made against him. Who are we? Your complaints 

aren’t against us but against the Lord.” 
 

-Common English Bible 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN Dona Nobis Pacem United Methodist Hymnal 

  No. 376 

Altos - sing through sections 1, 2, & 3  

Sopranos - sing sections 1 & 2, repeat section 2  

Tenor/bass - sing section 1, 3x (three times) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON Leaving Egypt Behind Christopher Carter 

 

 

CALL TO PRAYER O Day of God Draw Nigh Sanctuary Singers 
 from United Methodist Hymnal, No. 730 

 

O day of God, draw nigh 

in beauty and in power; 

come with thy timeless judgment now 

to match our present hour. 

 

Bring to our troubled minds, 

uncertain and afraid, 

the quiet of a steadfast faith, 

calm of a call obeyed. 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD  Molly Vetter 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  Molly Vetter 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power and the glory, forever.   

Amen. 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Earth Adorned Chancel Choir 

Waldemar Åhlén (1894-1982) 

O God, amid these joys of life,  

creation's glory beaming, 

grant us the grace to keep your word 

and live in love redeeming. 

All flesh is grass, the flowers fade, 

and time is fleeting ever; 

God's word remains forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The earth adorned in verdant robe 

sends praises upward surging, 

while soft winds breathe on fragrant flowers 

from winter now emerging. 

The sunshine bright gives warmth and light 

to budding blossoms tender, 

proclaiming summer splendor. 

From out the wood, the birds now sing 

and each its song now raises, 

to join with all the universe  

in voicing thankful praises. 

With hope and joy their songs employ 

a rapturous exultation 

in praise of God's creation. 



7 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow UM Hymnal 

Please stand as you are able.  No. 95 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Molly Vetter 

 

 

 

HYMN That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright Presbyterian Hymnal 

Please remain standing as you are able.  No. 121 
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Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Dr. Christopher Carter (he/him) - Preaching  

Associate Pastor/Pastor of The Loft 
 

Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor 
 

Sanctuary Music Leadership 

Dr. Andrew Schultz (he/him), Dir. of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema (he/him), Organist 
 

Chancel Choir Section Leaders 

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto 

Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor 

Byron Jones (he/him), bass 

Jeremy Sarmiento (he/him), choral scholar 
 

Liturgists 

Nancy Price (she/her) 

Dick Sun (he/him) 
 

Production Team 

Richard An (he/him), Videography & Sound 

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), Videography 

Eli Reynolds (he/him), Videography 
 

Altar Flowers 

The Bamgbose Family: In celebration of Yinka 

Bamgbose’s 70th Birthday. Given with love to a  

wonderful Mother, Sister, Aunty, and Grandmother of 

four beautiful grandchildren! 

The following people have requested prayer, or  

others have requested prayers for them: 

 

New Requests 

• For families and friends of Jackie Ray and Jackie 

Vincent. 

• For all the international students in California  

and the US. 
 

Ongoing Prayer Requests 

• Eunice, a friend of Nancy Griffin 

• Allison Arnold 

• Beverly Clajus’ brother-in-law 

• Bette Caldwell 

• Charles, Sabrina, and Ruby Simmons  

• Penny Gipson & Family 

• Joyce Wu & Michael Javalera 

• Gregg Hesling 

• Sherry Burch 

• Rhonda K. Lawrence 

• Laquetta Willis 

• Beverly & Brydon Shirk  

• Nancy Hill  

• Bonnie Crouch  

• Coral Moore 

• Jim Agee  

• Christina Stevens & Family 

• All those affected by the recent wildfires in Pacific 

Palisades and Eaton Canyon 

• The people of Russia, Ukraine, Palestine, Israel, 

Myanmar, and the Sudan. 

• For our country as it faces turmoil. 
 

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 

and by the prayer chain.  You are encouraged to join 

in praying for them by name.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Molly Vetter 
Please be seated. 

 

 

BENEDICTION  Christopher Carter 

 

 

POSTLUDE Antiphon Peter Fennema 
Please remain seated. Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
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Westwood UMC Mission Statement 

Westwood Church is a Christian community that welcomes all people and focuses on becoming and making 

disciples committed to justice, kindness and walking humbly with God. We welcome and affirm our ministry 

with all persons, regardless of age, race, ethnic origin, economic status, ability, gender, marital status or sexual 

orientation, from first-time visitor to lifetime member.  

 

We seek to understand and carry out God's will, bearing witness to Christ's compassion and embracing the 

movement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We foster spiritual growth in all persons - children, youth, and adults; 

through individual and corporate prayer and study, worship of God, nurturing relationships, and participating in 

ministries of justice and mercy at home and in the global community. ALL ministries of Westwood UMC are 

available to ALL people.  

 

A Reconciling Church: We, the faith community of Westwood Church, affirm that a God-filled perspective 

understands and embraces diversity and radical inclusivity; for that reason we embrace and affirm the full inclu-

sion of everyone regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. We explicitly welcome lesbian, gay, bisex-

ual, and transgender people who have been marginalized and diminished within the larger United Methodist 

tradition. We commit to embracing the responsibility of pushing for a more open and inclusive United Method-

ist Church.  

 

You are welcome here.  You are supported here.  You are included here.  
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