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PRELUDE	 Chorale Prelude on “I Call To You, Lord Jesus Christ”	 Peter Fennema
		  J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter

The Lord is with you. 
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 312 

3rd Sunday of EasterApril 19, 2026
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MORNING PRAYER		  Stephanie Lange
Please be seated. 		

Jesus,
You have shown up so often in our world, 
Offering healing, transforming our fears, 
Teaching a new way of being in the world.
After Easter, you opened the meaning of the Scriptures
To the disciples on the road to Emmaus
And set their hearts ablaze.
By the power of your Spirit
Kindle our hearts as we hear your word proclaimed today,
That we may receive you with joy. 
Amen.

-adapted from “Feasting on the Word,” Kimberly Bracken Long, editor

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Lord of All Hopefulness	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2197
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19	 Tonia Symensma-Cohen		
	

I love the Lord, who has heard
		 my voice and my supplications,
and has inclined his ear to me
		 whenever I called.
The snares of death encompassed me;
		 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
		 I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
		 O Lord, I beseech you, save my life!”

What shall I return to the Lord
		 for all my benefits?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
		 and call on the name of the Lord,
I will pay my vows to the Lord
		 in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord
		 is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant;
		 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid.
		 You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving
		 and call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord,
		 in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
		 in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Lord of All Hopefulness	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2197
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Luke 24:13-35	 Molly Vetter
	

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said 
to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then 
one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morn-
ing, and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision 
of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as 
the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They said 
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Lord of All Hopefulness	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2197
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SERMON	 Give Attention	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER	 All Creatures of Our God and King (excerpt)	 Sanctuary Singers
		  arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)

Dear mother earth, who day by day
Unfoldest blessing on our way,

O praise ye, O praise ye,
Alleluia, alleluia!

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,
Let them the glory also show,

O praise ye, O praise ye,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Jo Schiff

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever.  Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Earth Song	 Chancel Choir		
		  Frank Tichelli (b. 1958)

This dark stormy hour,
The wind, it stirs.

The scorched earth cries out in vain:
O war and power, you blind and blur.

The torn heart cries out in pain.

But music and singing have been my refuge,
And music and singing shall be my light.

A light of song, shining strong:
Alleluia! Alleluia.

Through darkness and pain and strife,
I’ll Sing, I’ll Be, I’ll Live, See...

Peace.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE		  United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 95

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter
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HYMN	 For the Beauty of the Earth	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please remain standing as you are able.	 	 No. 92

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Toccata in E Major	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Dir. of Sanctuary Music

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Georgia Madland (she/her), choral scholar

Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Guest Singers
Natalie Fishman, alto

Abram Poliakoff, tenor

Liturgists
Stephanie Lange

Jo Schiff
Tonia Symensma-Cohen

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

Ongoing Prayer Requests
•	Earle Hager
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Anna Lee
•	Ruby Simmons
•	Tanya Trevisan 
•	Alex Hodges
•	Linda Dannison
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Coral Moore
•	Kenneth Lange
•	Eunice
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Paul Rutter
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	Brydon Shirk & Family
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Amy & Josh Burch
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	Claudia Zuniga & Family
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.
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