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PRELUDE	 Prelude on “Ubi Caritas”	 Peter Fennema
		  Gerald Near (b. 1942)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Lord, I Want to be a Christian	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 402 

4th Sunday of EasterApril 26, 2026
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MORNING PRAYER		  Mary Marroquin
Please be seated. 		

Almighty, all-merciful God,
through Christ Jesus, you have taught us 
to love one another,
to love our neighbors as ourselves,
and even to love our enemies.
As we gather for worship and as we are sent from this place,
let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.
Help us to encounter each person in light of the love and grace
you have shown us in Christ.
Establish among us a future where peace reigns,
justice is done with mercy, and all are reconciled.
We ask these things in the name
and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

-Adapted from a collection of Prayers for Times of National and 
International Crisis and Tragedy, posted on the PCUSA website, http://www.pcusa.org

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Jesu, Jesu	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 432
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Leviticus 19:9-18	 Betty Holden	

When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the glean-
ings of your harvest.  You shall not strip your vineyard bare or gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard; you 
shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord your God.

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one another.  And you shall not swear 
falsely by my name, profaning the name of your God: I am the Lord.

You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a 
laborer until morning.  You shall not revile the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear 
your God: I am the Lord.

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice 
you shall judge your neighbor.  You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not 
stand idly by when the blood of your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord.

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt 
yourself.  You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Jesu, Jesu	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 432
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Mark 12:28-34	 Molly Vetter
	

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them 
well he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have 
truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart and with all the 
understanding and with all the strength’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself ’—this is much more important 
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Jesu, Jesu	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 432

SERMON	 Love Boldly	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER	 “Ubi Caritas,” op. 10, no. 1 from 4 Motets	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Maurice Duruflé (1902-1986)

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exultemus, et in ipso jucundemur. 
Timeamus et amemus Deum vivum. 
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 

Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
The love of Christ has gathered us together. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Let us revere and love the living God. 

And from a sincere heart let us love one another.
Amen.

~Translation by Ron Jeffers
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PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Rhonda K. Lawrence

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever.  Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Such Perfect Love My Shepherd Shows	 Chancel Choir		
		  arr. John Ness Beck (1930-1987)

Such perfect love my Shepherd shows,
Whose goodness faileth never;

Whose hand all things I need bestows
And watches me forever.

Where streams of living water flow,
My loving Shepherd leadeth,

And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,

Your rod and staff my comfort still,
Your cross before to guide me.

And so through all the length of days,
Your goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house forever.

Amen.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE	 Voices Raised to You	 Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 845

PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 There Is a Balm in Gilead	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please remain standing as you are able.	 	 No. 375
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ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Omar Barnaby
Craig Olwert
Michael King

The congregation responds:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you  
	 and we welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ  
	 and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,  
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the  
Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,  
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Fugue #1 from “A Triptych of Fugues”	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Gerald Near (b. 1942)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Dir. of Sanctuary Music

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor

Abram Poliakoff (he/him), guest tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Choral Scholars
Georgia Madland (she/her), soprano

Natalie Fishman, alto

Liturgists
Betty Holden

Rhonda K. Lawrence
Mary Marroquin

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jakky Tosca

Ongoing Prayer Requests

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

•	Earle Hager
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Anna Lee
•	Alex Hodges
•	Linda Dannison
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Coral Moore
•	Kenneth Lange
•	Eunice
•	Nancy Hill 

•	Paul Rutter
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Amy & Josh Burch
•	Bonnie Crouch
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