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PRELUDE	 Fugue #2 from “A Triptych of Fugues”	 Peter Fennema
		  Gerald Near (b. 1942)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Saranam, Saranam	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.	 (Saranam is a Punjabi word that means “refuge”)	 No. 523 

5th Sunday of EasterMay 3, 2026
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MORNING PRAYER		  Darel Morado
Please be seated. 		

We worship you, O God, with joyful noise—
with words of praise and adoration spoken and sung in the name of Jesus 
who brought your love song to us in person. 
You put new words in our mouths and new intentions in our hearts, 
especially a new understanding of power. 
Power shaped by love and righteousness, justice and mercy. 
We now know that power is not to be used to exploit or dominate, 
but to serve others as willingly as Jesus did. 
His life and death demonstrated how the love of power could be transformed by the power of love. 
We gather here today to celebrate your rule of love in our hearts 
as we experience it in Jesus and through the enabling gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

-Adapted from Moira Laidlaw, posted on her 
Liturgies Online website.

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

SCRIPTURE READING	 Psalm 100	 Nancy Price	

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
	 Come into God’s presence with singing!
Know that the Lord, who made us, is God.
	 We are the Lord’s;
	 we are the people of God,
	 the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving,
	 and God’s courts with praise!
	 Give thanks and bless God’s name!
For the Lord is good;
	 God’s steadfast love endures for ever;
	 God’s faithfulness to all generations.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN	 Many and Great, O God	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 148

SCRIPTURE READING	 1 Peter 4:8-11	 Molly Vetter

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with 
whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Many and Great, O God	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 148
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SERMON	 Serve Joyfully	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER		  Peter Fennema
		  In the Sunlit Peace of Divine Love (excerpt)
		  from “The Battle of Life and Death”
		  Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992)

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	Jeanne Roe Smith

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Cornerstone	 Chancel Choir
		  Shawn Kirchner (b. 1970)	 Byron Jones, bass soloist
			   Carmen Edano, alto soloist

O the stone that the builders rejected
became the cornerstone of a whole new world.

A grain of wheat may be knocked to the ground
and suffer through the winter’s cold,

only to rise right up again
and bear its seed a thousandfold.

Never can our journey fail;
a little child will lead the way,

whose eyes are filled with a shining light,
to whom the night is bright as day.

The love that rolls the stone away
gives us life and that we may sing

“Grave where is thy victory?
Death, o death, where is thy sting?”

~Text drawn from Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 11:6, 
John 12:24, I Corinthians 15:55
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE	 Voices Raised to You	 Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 845
		

INVITATION TO COMMUNION		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE

Loving God, too often we overlook the needs of people around us 
while we proclaim our devotion to you.
We could do so much more to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
to welcome the stranger, and heal the sick.
We fail to recognize ways that our systems diminish the humanity of us all.
Open our hearts to recognize your presence in every person,
and to respond to their needs so that we may be rightly called by your name. 
Amen.

Though we wander, God searches us out.
God reaches out to us, longing to bring us ever closer.
Receive this good news:
God pardons our sin and frees us to boldly love 
And joyfully serve God and neighbor.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Glory to God! Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING		  Molly Vetter & Jeanne Roe Smith

The Lord be with you.
  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give thanks to God, concluding with: with communities all around the world and with all the company of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

  Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of Power and might. 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blest is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.

We recall Christ’s salvation and the institution of the Lord’s Supper, concluding with: In union with Christ’s 
offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the Spirit’s presence in the bread and cup that we share, giving thanks for this divine presence, 
concluding with: Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and forever.

  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
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MUSIC DURING THE DISTRIBUTION		  Sanctuary Singers
		  This Little Light of Mine
		  Traditional Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan (1957-2003)

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

All through the night, I’m gonna let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

My God gave it to me, Oh children,
I’m gonna let it shine;

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

In my home, All over the world,
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Rule of Life	 Worship & Song 
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 3117
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Fugue #3 from “A Triptych of Fugues”	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Gerald Near (b. 1942)

1st time - Solo
2nd time - All
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Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Dir. of Sanctuary Music

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor
Deaconess Jeanne Roe Smith (she/her)

Campus Minister,  Wesley Foundation Serving UCLA

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Christopher Arceo, Guest Conductor

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor

Abram Poliakoff (he/him), guest tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Choral Scholars
Georgia Madland (she/her), soprano

Natalie Fishman, alto

Liturgists
Darel Morado
Nancy Price

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests
•	Subie Green

Ongoing Prayer Requests
•	 Judy Wessling
•	Earle Hager
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Anna Lee
•	Alex Hodges
•	Linda Dannison
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Coral Moore
•	Kenneth Lange
•	Eunice
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Paul Rutter
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Amy & Josh Burch
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.
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