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PRELUDE	 	 Peter Fennema
		  3 Chorale Variations on “O Give Thanks to the Lord, for He Is Good”
		  Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME		  Blair Stowe

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 God of Grace, and God of Glory	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 577 

6th Sunday of EasterMay 10, 2026
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MORNING PRAYER		  Jo Schiff
Please be seated. 		

Holy One of mystery and power,
there is no God like you
in heaven above or on earth below,
keeping covenant and steadfast love
with all who walk before you
with pure and upright hearts.
Fill our lives with your glory,
as you filled the temple with cloud
when Solomon first brought the ark
into your holy dwelling place.
Give us the strength and the power
to withstand the forces of evil
at work in our lives and in our world. Amen.

-Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2009

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Uriya Simeon

HYMN	 I Will Trust in the Lord	 United Methodist Hymnal
			   No. 464
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Joshua 1:5-9	 Diana Holbert

No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; 
I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall lead this people to possess the land 
that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in 
accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand 
or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of 
your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all 
that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. I hereby 
command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 I Will Trust in the Lord	 United Methodist Hymnal
			   No. 464

SCRIPTURE READING	 Ephesians 6:10-18	 Blair Stowe

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power; put on the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil, for our struggle is not against blood and flesh but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 
withstand on the evil day and, having prevailed against everything, to stand firm. Stand, therefore, and belt 
your waist with truth and put on the breastplate of righteousness and lace up your sandals in preparation for 
the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert and always perse-
vere in supplication for all the saints.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN	 I Will Trust in the Lord	 United Methodist Hymnal
			   No. 464

SERMON	 Lead Courageously	 Blair Stowe

CALL TO PRAYER		  Sanctuary Singers
		  It Is Well with My Soul (excerpt) 
		  Philip Bliss (1838-1876), arr. Yu-Shan Tsai (b. 1968)

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Lord, hasten the day when the faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul.
It is well, it is well with my soul.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Janet Hoskins
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THE LORD’S PRAYER		  Janet Hoskins

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 The Word Was God	 Chancel Choir
		  Rosephanye Powell (b. 1962)

In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with god, and the Word was God.

The same was in the beginning with God.

All things were made that have been made. 
Nothing was made, He has not made. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God!

-Text: John 1:1-3

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	 Voices Raised to You	 Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 845
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Janet Hoskins

HYMN	  All Who Love and Serve Your City	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 433 
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Blair Stowe
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Blaire Stowe (she/her), Theologian in Residence
Rev. Dr. Diana Holbert (she/her), Minister of Care

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Christopher Arceo, Guest Conductor

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor

Abram Poliakoff (he/him), guest tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Choral Scholars
Georgia Madland (she/her), soprano

Natalie Fishman, alto

Liturgists
Janet Hoskins

Jo Schiff

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound engineer
Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography

Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

Flowers on the Altar
Given by Yinka Bamgbose in remembrance of her 
beloved mama, Modupe Oyemade, and in celebration of 

all the mothers and mother figures in our WUMC 
community.

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

Ongoing Prayer Requests
•	Subie Green 
•	 Judy Wessling
•	Earle Hager
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Anna Lee
•	Alex Hodges
•	Linda Dannison
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Coral Moore
•	Kenneth Lange
•	Eunice
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Paul Rutter
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Amy & Josh Burch
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Dir. of Sanctuary Music
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