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PRELUDE	 Maya	 Marley Eder, Emily Harrington,		
		  Ian Clarke (b. 1964)	 and Peter Fennema
		

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing	 UM Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 57

Ascension SundayMay 17, 2026
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MORNING PRAYER		  Dick Sun
Please be seated. 		

Lord God,
Maker of heaven and earth,
we gather together in Your name.
We come as living sacrifices,
to offer You our worship and thanksgiving,
our praise and our prayers.
Come among us, living Lord.
Through the power of Your Holy Spirit,
transform our hearts and minds
so that we may encounter Your presence,
recognize Your voice,
know Your will,
and follow in Your way.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM		  Molly Vetter, John Griffin-Atil
			   Deanna Edwards & Mary Marroquin

		  Grayson Botts Conrad
		  Child of Katherine Botts & Jackson Conrad

When indicated, please respond with: 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news
and live according to the example of Christ.
We will surround this child with a community of love and forgiveness,
that he may grow in his trust of God,
and be found faithful in service to others.
We will pray for him to be a true disciple
who walks in the way that leads to life.

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

		  Katherine Lynn Botts
		  Thomas Hodge Botts

As we welcome new members, the congregation responds:

We give thanks for all that God has already given you 
and we welcome you in Christian love.
As members together with you in the body of Christ 
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church
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by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

HYMN	 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 611

SCRIPTURE READING	 Romans 12:1-8	 John Holbert

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. Do not be conformed to this 
age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what 
is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has as-
signed. For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, 
in teaching; the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassion-
ate, in cheerfulness.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN	 Many Gifts, One Spirit	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 114

SCRIPTURE READING	 Matthew 28:16-20	 Molly Vetter

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN	 Many Gifts, One Spirit	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 114

SERMON	 Transform the World	 Molly Vetter
			   John Griffin-Atil

CALL TO PRAYER	 God be In My Head	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Alexander L’estrange (b. 1974)

God be in my head and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes and in my looking.

God be in my mouth and in my speaking.
God be in my heart and in my thinking.

God be at mine end and at my departing.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Tanya Sun
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THE LORD’S PRAYER		  Tanya Sun

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Be Thou My Vision	 Chancel Choir
		  Traditional Irish Melody, arr. Mack Wilberg (b.1955)

Great God of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	 Voices Raised to You	 Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 845
		

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord,

thou and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	  Go, Make of All Disciples	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 571 
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Te Deum	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Marc-Antoine Charpentier (1643-1704)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Rev. John Griffin-Atil
We are pleased to welcome Rev. John Griffin-Atil to 

Westwood today, to speak during the sermon, and share 
in the sacrament of baptism. Rev. John is Executive 
Directorof Imperial Beach Neighborhood Center.

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Dir. of Sanctuary Music

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Choral Scholars
Georgia Madland (she/her), soprano

Guest Instrumentalists
Marley Eder and Emily Harrington, flutes

Liturgists
Rev. Dr. John Holbert

Dick & Tanya Sun

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound engineer
Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography

Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests/Updates
•	Paul Rutter
•	 Ish-Shan Sun, Dick Sun’s father
•	Bukola Gbadamosi, Yinka Bamgbose’s stepdaughter

ngoing Prayer Requests
•	Subie Green 
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Anna Lee
•	Alex Hodges
•	Linda Dannison
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Coral Moore
•	Kenneth Lange
•	Eunice
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Amy & Josh Burch
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.Natalie Fishman, alto choral scholar
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