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PRELUDE	 “Cantique” from Folkloric Suite	 Peter Fennema
		  Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

WELCOME		  Christopher Carter

May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Come, We That Love the Lord	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 732

July 12, 2026 7th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Tonia Symensma-Cohen
Please be seated. 		

Author of Life, Living Word, Holy Breath,
We have stumbled through the week
And found our way back to this place.
Illumine the steps before us
And write your word on our hearts,
For we carry the name of Jesus
And wish to walk in the light of his love.
By the power of your Spirit come to us now.
Plant your living Word into our hearts,
Until we who are broken become fertile with you rlove,
For we long to bear fruit in a world that is wasting.
We pray in the name of Jesus, whose charge we bear. 
Amen.

(adapted from “Feasting on the Word,” Kimberly Bracken Long, editor)

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Christopher Carter

HYMN	 Bring Forth the Kingdom	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2190
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Isaiah 55:10-13	 John Holbert

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
    it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Bring Forth the Kingdom	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2190 

SCRIPTURE READING	 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23	 Christopher Carter

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him 
that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since 
they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
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them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet 
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as 
for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 
fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Bring Forth the Kingdom	 The Faith We Sing		
			   No. 2190 

SERMON	 Deepening Our Roots	 Christopher Carter

CALL TO PRAYER	 Piece in Medieval Style	 Peter Fennema		
		  Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Sherry Burch
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Christopher Carter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 The Lord Bless You and Keep You	 Byron Jones
		  John Rutter (b. 1945)

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious unto you.
the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Amen.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	      Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow	 UM Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 94 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Christopher Carter

HYMN	 O Word of God Incarnate	 United Methodist Hymnal	
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 598 
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Christopher Carter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE	 “Canzona” from Folkloric Suite	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Jean Langlais (1907-1991)
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Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dr. Christopher Carter (he/him), Associate Pastor/

Pastor of The Loft

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Liturgists
Sherry Burch

Rev. Dr. John Holbert
Tonia Symensma-Cohen

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound engineer
Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography

Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

Altar Flowers
Given by Westwood Chancel Choir in honor and 

celebration of John Holbert’s birthday July 8th.

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests
•	 Jerry Whittemore

Ongoing Prayer Requests
•	Diana Park
•	Paul Rutter
•	Dick Sun & Family
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.
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