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PRELUDE	 Lied	 Peter Fennema
		  Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

WELCOME		  Diana Holbert
May the peace of Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Creating God, Your Fingers Trace	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 109

July 19, 2026 8th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Janet Hoskins
Please be seated. 		

Siblings, hear the word of the Lord.
In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus,
God says unequivocally, irrevocably:
You are my own;
You are forgiven;
And I need you to be about my business in the world.

O Rock of Israel and cornerstone of our common life,
You are not bound by our visions, our structures, our doctrine.
We cannot predict your coming or going,
Yet you have given us your story, your family, your work to do.
Meet us here.
Shape us for service in your world,
For we carry the name of Jesus
And live by the power of your breath. Amen.

(adapted from “Feasting on the Word,” Kimberly Bracken Long, editor)

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Diana Holbert

HYMN	 You Are Before Me, Lord	 Glory to God		
			   No. 28
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Genesis 28:10-22	 Mary Garbesi

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. And he dreamed that there was a stairway set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the 
Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and 
to your offspring, and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 
west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in 
you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go and will bring you 
back to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from 
his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for 
a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the 
first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go and will 
give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord 
shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house, and of all that you give 
me I will surely give one-tenth to you.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 You Are Before Me, Lord	 Glory to God		
			   No. 28
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24	 Diana Holbert

O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
	 you discern my thoughts from afar.
You search out my path and my lying down,
	 and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord,
	 you know it altogether.
You pursue me behind and before,
	 and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
	 it is high, I cannot attain it.
Whither shall I go from your spirit?
	 Or whither shall I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
	 If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
If I take the wings of the morning
	 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
	 and your right hand shall hold me.
If I say, “Let only darkness cover me,
	 and the light about me be night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you,
	 the night is bright as the day;
	 for darkness is as light with you.
Search me, O God, and know my heart!
	 Try me and know my thoughts;
and see if there be any wicked way in me,
	 and lead me in the way everlasting!

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 You Are Before Me, Lord	 Glory to God		
			   No. 28
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SERMON	 If I Take the Wings of the Morning	 Diana Holbert

CALL TO PRAYER	 Seek Ye First	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Karen Lafferty

Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
And God’s righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you.
Alleluia, alleluia!

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Nancy Price

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Diana Holbert

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Draw the Circle Wide (excerpt)	 Summer Choir
		  Mark Miller

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 

No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side. 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. L
et this be our song: no one stands alone. 

Standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE	       Praise God for This Holy Ground	 Worship & Song
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 3009 
	
	

PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Diana Holbert

HYMN	 Nearer, My God, to Thee	 United Methodist Hymnal	
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 528 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Diana Holbert
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE	 Carillon	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dr. Diana Holbert (she/her), Minister of Care

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Liturgists
Mary Garbesi
Janet Hoskins
Nancy Price

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound engineer
Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography

Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests
•	Norris Pratt & Family
•	The Family of Ron Lyster who passed away July 16th

Ongoing Prayer Requests
•	 Jerry Whittemore
•	Diana Park
•	Paul Rutter
•	Dick Sun & Family
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch
•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 

Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.
•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor
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