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PRELUDE	 Matins	 Peter Fennema
		  Healey Willan (1880-1968)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter

	 May the peace of Christ be with you.  
  And also with you. 

HYMN	 God Moves In a Mysterious Way	 New Century Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 412

July 26, 2026 9th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Dick Sun
Please be seated. 		

Holy God,
We try to fix and fasten you,
But you will not be stayed.
You are love in motion:
Always breathing us into being,
Calling us to serve,
Sustaining us in the wilderness.
Come to us as the morning breaks.
Soften what has grown dry and brittle in our hearts
Until we worship with abandon,
For we pray in the name of the Son you sent
And through the Spirit that gives us life. 
Amen.

(adapted from “Feasting on the Word,” Kimberly Bracken Long, editor)

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 The Kingdom of God	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 275

SCRIPTURE READING	 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b	 Denise Freese

O give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name 
	 make known God’s deeds among the peoples!
Sing to the Lord, sing praises!
	 Tell of all God’s wonderful works!
Glory in God’s holy name;
	 let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
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Seek the Lord and his strength;
	 seek the Lord’s presence continually!
Remember the wonderful works God has done,
	 the miracles and judgments God has uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,
	 children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones. 
The Lord is our God,
	 whose judgments are in all the earth.
The Lord is mindful of his everlasting covenant,
	 of the word commanded for a thousand generations,
the covenant made with Abraham,
	 his promise sworn to Isaac,
and confirmed to Jacob as a statute,
	 to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying,
“To you I will give the land of Canaan
	 as your portion for an inheritance.”
Praise the Lord!

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 The Kingdom of God	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 275

SCRIPTURE READING	 Romans 8:26-39	 Molly Vetter

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 
own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, 
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who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? As it is 
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 The Kingdom of God	 United Methodist Hymnal		
			   No. 275

SERMON	 Convinced	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER	 Guide My Feet	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Spiritual

Guide my feet, Lord, while I run this race,
for I don’t want to run this race in vain.

Hold my hand, Lord, while I run this race,
for I don’t want to run this race in vain.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Tanya Sun
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 With a Voice of Singing	 Summer Choir
		  Martin Shaw (1875-1958)

With a voice of singing declare this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 

The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 
O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 

O sing praises to the honour of his name, make his praise to be glorious. 
With a voice of singing declare this, and let it be heard, Alleluia.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	       Praise God for This Holy Ground	 Worship & Song
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 3009 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 O Love, How Deep	 United Methodist Hymnal	
Please stand as you are able.	 	 No. 267 
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING

For the family of Norris Pratt who passed away July 24th; also for his wife, Betty, 
who has Alzheimer’s Disease. Norris is Liz Gipson’s father (and Chris’ father-in-law).

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE	 Prelude on “Deo Gracias”	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seaed.	 Healey Willan (1880-1968)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Liturgists
Denise Freese

Dick and Tanya Sun

Production Team
Leila Jay Bishop (they/them), sound engineer
Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography

Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Requests
•	The Family of Norris Pratt

Ongoing Prayer Request

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

•	The Lyster Family
•	 Jerry Whittemore
•	Diana Park
•	Paul Rutter
•	Dick Sun & Family
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison

•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch
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