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PRELUDE	 The Lake in the Mountains	 Peter Fennema
		  Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter
	 May the peace of Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 

HYMN	 The Church’s One Foundation	 New Century Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 386 

August 23, 2026 13th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Mary Marroquin
Please be seated. 		

Ever-present God,
Who is at the side of every creature in creation,
Renew our lives so that we may discern and do your will,
What is good and acceptable and perfect.
Be in our breath and our voices, be in our ears and understanding,
That through these words your Word may be known.
Amen.

(adapted from “Feasting on the Word,” Kimberly Bracken Long, editor)

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 One Is the Body	 Worship & Song
			   No. 3156

SCRIPTURE READING	 Exodus 1:8-2:10	 John Holbert

Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people 
are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase 
and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” Therefore they 
set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, 
for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians 
came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude and made their lives 
bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the 
tasks that they imposed on them.

The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 
“When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but 
if it is a daughter, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt com-
manded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, 
“Why have you done this and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 
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women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 
them.” So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because 
the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is 
born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”

Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and bore a son, 
and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer 
she got a papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed 
it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She 
saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He 
was crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. Then his sister 
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child 
and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She 
named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 One Is the Body	 Worship & Song
			   No. 3156

SCRIPTURE READING	 Matthew 16:13-20	 Molly Vetter

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN	 One Is the Body	 Worship & Song
			   No. 3156

SERMON	 Power on the Edge	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER	 God’s Got the Whole World	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Spiritual, arr. Mark Miller 

God’s got the whole world in God’s hands.
God has you and me, God’s got you and me in those hands,

God’s got the whole world in God’s hands.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Nancy Price

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. 
Amen.
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PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Bread of the World	 Summer Choir
		  Gordon Young (1919-1998)	

Bread of the world in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul in mercy shed,

by whom the words of life were spoken,
and in whose death our sins are dead.

Look on the heart by sorrow broken,
look on the tears by sinners shed;
And be thy feast to us the token,

that by thy grace our souls are fed.
			   -words by Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

OFERTORY RESPONSE	      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow	 UMH
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 94 
	
	

PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter
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HYMN	 Built on a Rock	 Worship & Song
Please remain standing as you are able.	 	 No. 3147
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Prelude on “Hyfrydol”	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seated.	 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass

Liturgists
Rev. Dr. John Holbert

Mary Marroquin
Nancy Price

Production Team
Leila Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

Altar Flowers
Given by Penny & Reg Gipson, “thankfully 

celebrating their 60 years of marriage.” And John & 
Diana Holbert, “thanking God for 57 grand years 

together - August 23, 1969.”

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Prayer Requests
•	Marjorie N. 
•	Elizabeth Thomas

Ongoing Prayer Request

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

•	The Ackerson &  
Symensma Families

•	Gloria Forio
•	The Pratt Family
•	The Lyster Family
•	 Jerry Whittemore
•	Diana Park
•	Paul & Dorene Rutter
•	Dick Sun & Family
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 

•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch
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