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PRELUDE	 	 Brass Ensemble & Organ

		   “Allegro Vivace,” “Air,” and “Hornpipe” from Suite from Water Music 
		  G.F. Handel (1685-1759), transcr. Fred Mills

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter
	 May the peace of Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise	 U.M. Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.	 arr. for brass by Chris R. Hansen	 No. 103  

September 13, 2026 16th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Sherry Burch
Please be seated. 		

Compassionate, merciful God,
Companion with all Creation,
We gather today in celebration,
giving thanks for the diversity of relatives
and the abundance of fertile soils and salty seas.
With the ancients we rejoice,
“In wisdom you have made them all.”
May we open our hearts to feel the threats to Creation.
May we hear anew the Spirit’s call for wise keepers of Earth’s resilience.
May we learn again to love what you have loved from the beginning. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

-prayer by Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Help Us Accept Each Other	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 560

SCRIPTURE READING	 Psalm 65:5-13	 Tanya Sun

By dread deeds you answer us with deliverance,
	 O God of our salvation,
who is the hope of all the ends of the earth,
	 and of the farthest seas;
who by your strength established the mountains,
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	 being girded with might;
who stills the roaring of the seas,
	 the roaring of their waves,
	 the tumult of the peoples;
so that those who dwell at earth’s farthest bounds
	 are afraid at your signs;
you make the morning and the
	 evening resound with joy.
You visit the earth and water it,
	 you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
	 you provide its grain,
	 for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
	 settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
	 and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
	 the tracks of your chariot drip with fatness.
The pastures of the wilderness drip,
	 the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
	 the valleys deck themselves with grain,
	 they shout and sing together for joy.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Help Us Accept Each Other	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 560
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Romans 14:1-12	 Molly Vetter

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in 
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 
pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, 
for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully con-
vinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the 
Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died 
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For 
we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

	 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
    	    and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Help Us Accept Each Other	 UM Hymnal
			   No. 560

SERMON	 Living Water: Deepening Waters	 Molly Vetter



5

CALL TO PRAYER	 Beautiful River	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Robert Lowry (1826-1899), arr. William Hawley (b. 1950)
		

Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,

with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river,

gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.

On the margin of the river,
washing up its silver spray,
we will walk and worship
all the happy golden day.

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Dick Sun

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing	 Summer Choir		
		  arr. James Mulholland (b. 1935)	 Brass & Organ		
		  	

Oh to grace how great a debtor
daily I’m constrained to be!

Let that grace now, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee;

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;

here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
seal it for thy courts above.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	      Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty	 UM Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.	 arr. for brass by Michael Burkhardt	 No. 64 
	
	

Come, thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above;

praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
mount of God's unchanging love!

Here I raise my Ebenezer*;
hither by thy help I'm come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood.

ABOUT THE ANTHEM: *”Raise my Ebenezer” originates from 1 Samuel 7:12, where the 
prophet Samuel set up a stone as a memorial after God delivered the Israelites from the Philistines. 
Samuel named the stone Ebenezer, which in Hebrew means “stone of help” (eben = stone;  ezer = 
help), saying,  “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”   This stone served as a tangible reminder of God’s 
assistance and faithfulness, encouraging the Israelites to remember God’s help in times of trouble.  

The hymn uses the term metaphorically to encourage believers to reflect on and commemorate 
the ways God has helped them through challenges. The concept is not limited to physical stones but 
extends to any act that memorializes divine assistance in one’s life
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 For the Healing of the Nations	 United Methodist Hymnal
Please remain standing as you are able.	 arr. For brass by John Hughs	 No. 428
	
	

ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING		

		  For Isabel Kilroe who’s sister passed away suddenly.
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Sophie O’Shea (she/her), guest soprano
Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Vishaala Wilkinson, guest alto
Diego Delgado, guest tenor
Rayan Yamout, guest tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass
Parker Goodwin, guest bass

Brass Ensemble
Cameron Wilkins and David Costello, Trumpet 

Aija Mattson-Jovel, Horn 
Hiram Rodriguez, Trombone

Bradley Möller, Tuba

Liturgists
Sherry Burch

Dick & Tanya Sun

Production Team
Leila Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Prayer Requests
•	Alana Miles & Family

Ongoing Prayer Request

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

•	 Janet Hoskins
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Joy Bennett Koupal
•	Elizabeth Thomas
•	Gloria Forio
•	 Jerry Whittemore
•	Diana Park
•	Paul & Dorene Rutter
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Maggie Fitzgerald

•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch

BENEDICTION		  Molly Vetter

POSTLUDE	 “Allegro Maestoso” from Suite from Water Music	 Brass & Organ
Please remain seated.	 G.F. Handel (1685-1759), transcr. J.T. Hammons
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