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PRELUDE	 Winter Light	 Cello & Piano	
		  Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978)

WELCOME		  Christopher Carter
	 May the peace of Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Gather Us In	 The Faith We Sing
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 2236  

September 20, 2026 17th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Uriya Harvey-Davis
Please be seated. 		

Holy God whose Spirit hovered over the waters at the beginning, 
we gather as part of your community of all creation, thirsty for your grace. 
We give thanks for the gift of water, the veins of our common home, 
that sustains the cedar and the whale, the pasture and the city. 
We are grateful for the local waters that nourish our homelands and our fellow creatures. 
We give thanks that in your well-watered garden, every drop is a sacred testament to your love.
May God, our Creator, who brought water from the rock sustain us in the desert. 
May Christ, our Lord, who is Living Water, refresh us for the work of restoration. 
And may the Holy Spirit carry us on currents of grace 
until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Christopher Carter

HYMN	 We Come to You for Healing, Lord	 Glory to God
			   No. 796

SCRIPTURE READING	 Jeremiah 8:4-9, 14, 18-22, 19:1	 Diana Holbert

You shall say to them, thus says the Lord:
When people fall, do they not get up again?
    If they go astray, do they not turn back?
Why then has this people turned away
    in perpetual faithlessness?
They have held fast to deceit;
    they have refused to return.
I have given heed and listened,
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This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 We Come to You for Healing, Lord	 Glory to God
			   No. 796

   but they do not speak honestly;
no one repents of wickedness,
    saying, “What have I done!”
All of them turn to their own course
    like a horse plunging headlong into battle.
Even the stork in the heavens knows its times,
and the turtledove, swallow, and crane
    observe the time of their coming,
but my people do not know
    the ordinance of the Lord.

How can you say, “We are wise,
    and the law of the Lord is with us,”
when, in fact, the false pen of the scribes
    has made it into a lie?
The wise shall be put to shame;
    they shall be dismayed and taken;
since they have rejected the word of the Lord,
    what wisdom is in them?

Why do we sit still?
Gather together; let us go into the fortified cities
    and perish there,
for the Lord our God has doomed us to perish
    and has given us poisoned water to drink
    because we have sinned against the Lord.

My joy is gone; grief is upon me;
    my heart is sick.
Listen! The cry of the daughter of my people
    from far and wide in the land:
“Is the Lord not in Zion?
    Is her King not in her?”
(“Why have they provoked me to anger 
with their images,
    with their foreign idols?”)
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
    and we are not saved.”
For the brokenness of the daughter of my people 
I am broken,
    I mourn, and horror has seized me.

Is there no balm in Gilead?
    Is there no physician there?
Why then has the health of the daughter of my 
people not been restored?

O that my head were a spring of water
    and my eyes a fountain of tears,
so that I might weep day and night
    for the slain of the daughter of my people!
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SCRIPTURE READING	 John 7:37-44	 Christopher Carter

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believ-
er’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to 
receive, for as yet there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified.

When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the 
Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture 
said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” 
So there was a division in the crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid 
hands on him.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 We Come to You for Healing, Lord	 Glory to God
			   No. 796

SERMON	 Living Water: Healing the Waters	 Christopher Carter

CALL TO PRAYER	 ”Still” from Night	 Peter Fennema
		  Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978)		

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Jo Schiff
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THE LORD’S PRAYER		  Jo Schiff
	

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Christopher Carter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 As Jesus Walked into the Stream	 Trinity Del Regno, soloist
	 	 arr. Susan Borwick (b. 1946)	 Carmen Edano, soloist	
			   Cello & Flute

As we now sink beneath the flowing stream,
God speak and sends a heavenly dove

and names us, “My beloved.”
River, living stream, flowing fount,
Renew our spirits as you wash 

our souls afresh with healing waters.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE	      Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty	 UM Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 64 
	
	

As Jesus walked into the flowing stream,
God spoke a tender word to him, 

God called him, “My beloved.”
River, living stream, flowing fount,
Renew our spirits as you wash 

our souls afresh with healing waters.

As Jesus dipped beneath the flowing stream,
A heavenly dove descended down 

with blessings from above.
River, living stream, flowing fount,
Renew our spirits as you wash 

our souls afresh with healing waters.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Christopher Carter

HYMN	 If You But Trust in God to Guide You	 ELW Hymnal
Please remain standing as you are able.	 arr. David Cherwien (b. 1957)	 No. 769
	
	

BLESSING OF THE DIAPERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS	 Christopher Carter
Please be seated.

PRAYER SHAWL BLESSING		

For Alana, Michael, Olivia, and Joshua Miles who continue to
 mourn the sudden loss of Matt Miles, husband and father. 

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Morceau de Concours	 Flute & Piano
Please remain seated.	 Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Dr. Christopher Carter (he/him), Pastor of The Loft

Rev. Dr. Diana Holbert (she/her), Minister of Care
Uriya Harvey-Davis (she/her), Asst. Dir., Children & 

Youth Ministries

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Sanctuary Singers
Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto

Guest Instrumentalists
Jaewon Ahn, cello 
Marley Eder, flute

Liturgists
Jo Schiff

Production Team
Leila Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

New Prayer Requests
•	Cheryl Downey
•	The Family of Beth Thomas who passed away.

Ongoing Prayer Request

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

•	Alana Miles & Family
•	 Janet Hoskins
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Joy Bennett Koupal
•	Gloria Forio
•	 Jerry Whittemore
•	Diana Park
•	Paul & Dorene Rutter
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	 Jage Schiff 
•	Maggie Fitzgerald

•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch

Rev. Molly Vetter (she/her), Senior Pastor
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor section leader
Byron Jones (he/him), bass section leader
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