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PRELUDE	 Passacaglia in D Minor	 Peter Fennema	
		  Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME		  Molly Vetter
	 May the peace of Christ be with you.  

  And also with you. 

HYMN	 Lord God, Your Love Has Called Us Here	 UM Hymnal
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 579  

October 11, 2026 20th Sunday after Pentecost
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MORNING PRAYER		  Tonia Symensma-Cohen
Please be seated. 		

Holy God, you set before us every day
A bounty of good things.
Bring us to your feasting table,
Hungry for your Word,
Eager to rebuild the cities you have made,
And ready to receive strangers
So that we celebrate at all times and in all places
The peace which is life in you.
Today, we ask:
Let your Holy Spirit open our minds to your call to listen,
For we know your holy Word
Heals and reconciles your people. Amen.

-from Feasting on the Word, Kimberly Bracken Long, editor

CHILDREN’S TIME		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Spirit of the Living God	 UM Hymnal		
			   No. 393
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SCRIPTURE READING	 Philippians 4:1-9	 Stephanie Lange

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal com-
panion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clem-
ent and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, 
do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Spirit of the Living God	 UM Hymnal		
			   No. 393

SCRIPTURE READING	 Matthew 22:1-14	 Molly Vetter

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wed-
ding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 
come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
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business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 
and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the 
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”

This is the word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

HYMN	 Spirit of the Living God	 UM Hymnal		
			   No. 393

SERMON	 Persistent Joy (always)	 Molly Vetter

CALL TO PRAYER	 Be Still, My Soul	 Sanctuary Singers
		  Jean Sibelius (1865-1957), text by Katharina von Schlegel (1697-1777)

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide,

who through all changes faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
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PRAYERS FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD	 Mary Garbesi

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
	 hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
	 who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
  and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS AND LIVES	 Molly Vetter

OFFERTORY ANTHEM	 Spirit of Life	 Chancel Choir
		  Jane Marshall (1924-2019)

Spirit of Love, at evening time, 
When weary feet refuse to climb,
Give us thy vision, eyes that see

Beyond the dark, the dawn and thee.

Spirit of Life, in this new dawn, 
Give us the faith the follows on,

Letting thine all pervading power 
Fulfill the dream of this high hour.

Spirit Creative, give us light, 
Lifting raveled mists of night;

Touch thou our dust with spirithand
And make us souls that understand.

Spirit Consoling, let us find 
thy hand when sorrows leave us blind;

In the gray valley let us hear 
thy silent voice: “Lo, I am near.”

Spirit Redeeming, give us grace 
When crucified to seek thy face;
To read forgiveness in thine eyes

today with thee in paradise.

ABOUT THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  Today’s anthem sets “Spirit of Life, in This New 
Dawn,” a 1927 hymn text by Methodist theologian and poet Earl B. Marlatt, longtime professor 
at Southern Methodist University. Across its stanzas, Marlatt calls on the Holy Spirit as the giver of 
faith, light, grace, comfort, and love; the “new dawn” points both to God’s presence among us now 
and to the hope of life eternal. The choir sings a setting by Jane Marshall, the beloved Dallas church 
musician and composer whose anthems remain cherished throughout United Methodist worship..
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE	       For the Lift That You Have Given	 Glory to God
Please stand as you are able.		  No. 717 
	
	

PRAYER OF DEDICATION		  Molly Vetter

HYMN	 Come Down, O Love Divine	 UM Hymnal
Please remain standing as you are able.	 	 No. 475 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS		  Molly Vetter
Please be seated.

BENEDICTION		

POSTLUDE	 Prelude and Fugue in G Minor	 Peter Fennema
Please remain seated.	 Nicolaus Bruhns (1665-1697)
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Molly Vetter, (she/her), Senior Pastor

Sanctuary Music Leadership
Dr.  Andrew Schultz, Director of Sanctuary Music 

Peter Fennema, Organist

Chancel Choir Section Leaders
Lexy Jensen (she/her), guest soprano

Carmen Edano (she/her), alto
Taylor Jacobs (he/him), tenor

Abram Poliakoff (he/him), guest tenor
Byron Jones (he/him), bass 

Georgia Madland (she/her), choral scholar

Liturgists
Mary Garbesi

Stephanie Lange
Tonia Symensma-Cohen

Production Team
Leila Bishop (they/them), sound

Guillermo Gonzalez (he/him), videography
Eli Reynolds (he/him), videography

Flowers are on the Altar
Given by Judy Wessling and Family in loving memory 

of Bob Wessling.

The following people have requested prayer, or  
others have requested prayers for them:

Ongoing Prayer Request
•	For the family of Jerry Whittemore 
•	Cheryl Downey
•	The Family of Beth Thomas
•	Alana Miles & Family
•	 Janet Hoskins
•	Kelly O’Brien
•	 Joy Bennett Koupal
•	Gloria Forio
•	Diana Park
•	Paul & Dorene Rutter
•	Bukola Gbadamosi
•	 Judy Wessling
•	Maggie Fitzgerald
•	Nancy Hill 
•	Pablo Jauregui
•	Hapi Veikune & family
•	Linda Dannison
•	Coral Moore
•	Eunice
•	 Jim Agee
•	Patricia Barlow
•	Bette Caldwell
•	Bonnie Crouch

•	The people in the Middle East, Venezuela, Russia, 
Ukraine, Myanmar, and the Sudan.

•	For our country as it continues to face challenges.

These requests are held in prayer by the pastoral staff 
and by the prayer chain. You are encouraged to join in 

praying for them by name.  

To submit a prayer request, please go to 
www.westwoodumc.org/care.

Trinity Del Regno (she/her), soprano
Natalie Fishman (she/her), choral scholar
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